Horná Súča
Location
Position data (co-ordinates): 
N 48 57.404

E 17 59.576

Horná Súča village is located in the Biele Karpaty mountain range about 8km NW from Trenčín city. The launch site is situated right above the village. The exact name of the hill is Holý vrch (”bare hill”). In reality it is a ridge about 1.5 km long, facing towards N-NW.

The access

There are two options to approach the hill. The first option – when you’re entering Horná Súča village coming from Dolná Súča village, turn left on the first intersection, towards Dúbrava village. The road splits into two next to the last house after about 800m. Turn left here and than again left into a steeply ascending, narrow asphalt road. This road leads towards the sheepfold but do not go all the way up to the sheepfold – notice the landing zone on the right hand side by the road where you leave your car. 

The second option of how to get there is going through Drietoma village. While driving on Road number 50, heading up to the Czech Republic, turn right towards Dúbrava village, towards Horná Súča village. Then notice the turning mentioned above while driving down the very steep road from the Dúbrava village.   

The ascent to the take-off point starts at the landing zone and can be made within 15 minutes. Just keep on the footpath in the meadow heading straight up. There is one more path for the less active ones which isn’t that steep and goes around the hill all the way to the back from the right side. 
Basic data
Take-off point altitude: 555m. 

Altitude difference (take off – landing zone): 150m. 

Overall altitude difference: over 220m.

The launch is placed in a forest clearing of approximately 50x50m surface. There are trees around the launch but even in windy conditions there is no problem with turbulence. The take off is facing NW, but it is suitable also for W and N wind directions. It is located on the left side of the ridge. It is possible to use the whole lenght of the ridge for soaring during northerly winds. If there is W wind direction, the number of gliders are limited to 2 or 3 due to the very short edge on the western side of the ridge. The fields in front of the ridge create good thermal conditions. After the passing of the cold front the hill is ideal for long XC-flights, mainly in spring and at the beginning of summer. This site is thermally active until the late evening hours. It is suitable for both beginners and experienced pilots. It is easy to fly away to Trenčín city after climbing 500m above the take off. The site is not very suitable for triangle flights. 
For ridge soaring you need at least 2m/s wind strength. The maximum wind strength is limited only by the maximum speed of a glider. Considering the terrain there is not any risk of turbulence. 
The landing is also problem-free. There are extensive meadows and fields in the vicinity of the landing zone.  
Restrictions

Trenčín aiport is not far away from the launch site – about 10km south. There is not CTR any more around this airport. It is necessary to report your activity/XC flight intention when LOT (Aircraft Repair Company Trenčín JSC) operates in this airspace. 

Airport Trenčín TWR phone no: 032/6565255.
The best flying achievements:

Many XC-flights over 100km have been launched from this site. 

Worth mentioning is Gošo’s flight (145km long eastwards) that was launched from this site. This was Slovakian free disctance record for a long time.

The record was broken on June 17th 2009 on - 180km free distance flight made by Štefan Vyparina who flew together with his brother Peter (178km). Altogether 7 flights over 100km were made on this day. Another great flight was made by Ľubomír Valentini on an EN-B category wing from this site on 26th July 2009 (173km). As far as return flights are concerned (which are extraordinary for this site), 53km triangle flight was made from this site. 
Curiosities

Horná Súča is the first launch site discovered in the surroundings of Trenčín city (by local pilot Peťo Adamica in 1987). The first cross country flight ever flown in this area departed from this launch site. Fero was the one who accomplished this brave pioneering flight. It is not important that he hung his „solo“ tandem glider over the street lamp. The important point is that he flew over the river Váh and didn’t drown. (
Also the flight Horná Súča – Trenčín city – Horná Súča – Trenčín city should be mentioned. 

Good people live in this area, so don’t worry about you car. They may even invite you for an incredible drink “oskuroška repák“... Súča citizens are renowned for distilling. Yes, Horná Súča –where distilling is as commonplace as cars!

And trust me, the local fire-water „repák“ is a masterpiece and has healing effects. ;)

And why not try sheep cheese which is made in this area? One even cannot describe the taste in words. It’s just delicious!
