Inovec

(Krželnica)
Location

Position data (co-ordinates): 

N 48 45.801

E 18 02.222 

Inovec is the tallest peak in the Považský Inovec mountain range. The official altitude of this hill is 1042m above sea level. It is located approximately 10km south of Trenčín city. Its ridge stretches from the north to the south. There are large flatlands on both of the ridge sides.  The launch site is located on the ridge, approximately 1km south from Inovec hill. The exact name of this launch site is Krželnica. 

The access
There are two ways of getting to the take-off point. The first one is to walk up the hill and land by the car or the second option is to drive nearly all the way to the take-off point. However, this means that you have to drive round the hill (opposite side of the ridge) and the ideal thing is to have a driver, or that driver lands on the ridge. (
If you decided to walk up the hill, the best place to leave the car is by the acidulous water spring at the end of Selec village. That’s where the road splits into two valleys. You, however, will go straight up. You need to walk up through the meadow and keep to the side-ridge. You will walk through three more grass fields, which are, by the way, also the emergency landing zones until you reach the forest. Continue walking on the wide forest pathway until you reach the wooden log pile. From this point you just need to go up, more or less using the pathways around. You can’t miss the large forest clearing on your right. The take-off point is on the top. Overall, to hike up is quite difficult (altitude difference 560m) and takes approximately 1 hour 15 minutes.
The second option of getting to the top is easier and also more used.
If you travel from Trenčín city, in Trenčianske Jastrabie village turn right by the town hall. Whilst driving you will pass “The Cottage beneath Inovec” (“Chata pod Inovcom”) and skiing resort. Just before you get to the last turning (the road continues for another 500m towards the transmitter) park the car. The top of the hill is not far from here. You need to follow red tourist signs on your left and you will reach the take-off point in 15 minutes.
Flying conditions

Launch site altitude: 950m.

Launch-landing altitude difference: 600m. 

The launch site is a big and wide part of the forest clearing. The place for the gliders is well prepared. On the left hand side and also in the front there are no restrictions, on the right hand side there are small spruce trees.
The optimum wind direction for this launch is SW-W. The ideal conditions are if the wind is slow and variable, however, the experience shows that any wind direction within 4m/s is all right. This is mainly because of the thermals and partly the relief of the hill. This is not a good terrain for ridge soaring (due to side ridges).
Thermally this is a very active hill. Even though its orientation is more towards west rather than south, there is no need to wait with the launch. At about 12 noon there are already strong lifts that will take you into the cloud base. This is caused by the valley and the side-ridge of the hill, which spread towards the village, and have already been illuminated for a long time. That’s why after the start you need to go straight ahead over the smaller side- ridge.
The departure for an XC-flight is ideal in the afternoon as a 10km NW transition to Strážovské mountains is necessary. Meaning there is a risk of an early landing as some could tell you. (
Statistically, the flight towards Piešťany is more or less problematic… less free distance, but more triangles from this launch site!

The landing zone -the ski site in Selec village, is 3km away from the take-off point but thanks to the sufficient altitude difference there is no problem to glide that far. However, if there was a problem, there are a few quite large emergency landing zones (meadows) on the way.
To land at the take-off point is not the easiest thing to do but the experienced pilots will manage.
Restrictions

8 km North there is Airport Trenčín. Telephone number: +421 (0)32/6565255 

The air frequencies used:

Monday – Friday:

TRENČÍN TWR 120,75 MHz (123,60 MHz – back up; 119,175 MHz – back up)
Saturday – Sunday:

Aeroklub 123,60 MHz (119,175 MHz – back up)

From 2008 the launch site is being charged.
The best flying achievements

Inovec is ideal for the triangular flights. The triangles started to be flown only in 2007 so the best achievements are still to be flown… we will see what Gošo, ĽuboK or Matoni will manage to achieve. In 2007 there were some nice flights flown.  It is worth mentioning a few 60km FAI triangles, some over 50km, flat triangle 99km and lots more nice “returns”. Just have a look on the net and make your own opinion. http://www.xcontest.org/2007/slovakia/
Curiosities
The altitude of cloud base over the hills can be quite different. Some previous experience showed that the difference between the one cloud-base and another in the vicinity was as much as 500m!
Sometimes after 2pm the whole village tends to get into a shade from a cloud that forms on the left just above the hill (Jakubová), which is 2km away. Then you can nicely glide for some time. Overall, there can be a problem to actually lose height as the sun illuminates this place until the sunset.

Warning 

If you by any chance bomb out, not far from the landing site there is a genuine village pub which is “necessary to visit (from the medical reasons)” because whilst looking at your former colleagues ( from under the cloud base, you will keep on asking yourself: “Why me?” … it is not the best view, therefore the pub might come handy.. ( !

Have a good flight!

