Hoľazne
Location
Position data (co-ordinates): 
N 48 55.668

E 18 17.018
Hoľazne is situated in Strážovské vrchy mountains, about 18km northeast from Trenčín city. It is a vast hill, with a steep bank on the east and south sides. The official altitude of this hill is 901m above sea level. The top of this hill is covered completely with a forest except for two small meadows right beneath the top of the hill. One of them is a launch.
The access.

At the roundabout in Ilava (in the centre of the town) turn towards Valaska Belá Village. Pass through the settlement called Štyri Lipy, continue further on the main road. On the right-hand side you can see the eastern side of Hoľazne hill while passing Horná Poruba Village. The launch is on the southern side of the hill so you cannot see it at this moment. You will notice high voltage lines at the end of the meadow on the right hand side. The road leads further to the forest but you must turn right at the dirt track leading through the meadow.  There are high voltage lines at the turning point on the road so you shouldn’t miss this turning point. Once you get to this track on the meadow keep going all the way up to the hill base. There is a red tourist sign at the place you should leave your car. You continue on foot from this point (about a 25 minute walk to the launch).
Another option (though very rare) of getting up is walking from Dolná Poruba village. This route is rarely used due to big altitude difference. You must climb around 400 meters in altitude. In Dolná Poruba drive through the vilige and turn left about 300 m behind the church. When you turn left keep on driving and you will soon see the school on the right hand side. Park the car behing the school and continue walking on foot towards the last house. The asphalt road ends at this point.  Continue walking for about 100 metres further and turn right up towards the forest hill. Walking up the forest pathway you will enter the meadow that is the main landing zone at Hoľazne. It is the same meadow where paragliders park their cars when comming from Ilava. Keep on walking as described above. 

It takes about 25 minutes to walk up to the lauch site from this point. It is hard to find the beginning of the forest pathway. Go straigh up from the place where the cars are usually parked (in the corner of the meadow) and you will hit the pathway. Once you hit the pathway, keep on walking to the left. There is only a slightly raidsed forest pathwayway from this point almost all the way to the take-off point. You approach the rocks after about 15 minutes of walking and you can see the launch on the right hand side about 20 meters up. 
 Flying conditions
Launch altitude: 860 m.

Launch-landing altitude difference: 210 m. 

Overal altitude difference: 400 m. (There is another landing meadow on the left-hand side of the village – behind the school in Dolná Poruba - rarely used)

The launch is on the flat meadow with dimensions 60x20m, surrouded with trees. There is a forest clearing beneath the meadow’s bottom sharp edge. There is room  for 2 gliders to spread out next to each other. 
An ideal wind is S-SE, but it is possible to fly also on a SW wind direction. Despite the forest clearing not being too long, it is possible to launch during windless/light downwind conditions. This is possible due to the fact the forest clearing is very steep (about 45%). The S SE oriented edge at the top of the hill is about 500m long which is very good for ridge-soaring at about a minimum of 3m/s wind strength. 
Thermal conditions are not above average but but you can experience a very good thermal flight in good weather conditions. Thermals are considerably rugged in strong winds. It is hard to find them during light winds. This is also due to the need to head up to the landing zone when you get about 60 meters below the launch. The landing meadow is about 800m in distance from the launch to the left and there are no „emergency“ landing areas beneath. A peaceful flying at height of several hundred meters above the launch can be experienced after 4pm many times in the summer. If you want to fly away towards Ilava, make sure you have enough height to fly safely over the widespread forest on the top of the hill.

Hoľazne launch site is rather suitable for free distance flights rather than triangle flights. There should not be a problem with landing in general, thanks to the widspread meadows. Make sure you have sufficient height for approaching the meadow and be aware of the wind direction which often differs from the wind at a take off point. 

Restrictions

There is Aeroclub Slávnica next to the town of Dubnica nad Váhom about  10km NW from Hoľazne. The airport can be quite busy, including sky-divers at the weekends. 
The best flying achievements

Among the flights launched from Hoľazne, worth mentioning , is an 80km free distance flight from Marian Vančo to the boundary of Poland, Czech Republic and also to Trenčín town. As far as triangles are concerned, the longest FAI triangle was made by the site „pioneer“ pilot – Ľubo Kováč – over 80km in the season of 2009. 
Curiosities
The first pilot to launch from this site was Lubo Kovac. He made this first flight from Hoľazne in February 2003. There was loads of snow around at the time and in spite of this it was possible to gain a height of over 200m above the launching point. He flew solo for about 2 hours. 
During high winds, it can be frightening. Evening flying is often a good time to launch from this place. Once you enter a thermal, stay with it because there is usually a downdraft all the way down to the ground straight after it.
Cheers

